Regular Classes Critique – 1/08 NCIPC Specialty

Before giving my critique of each class, I would like to make a few statements about my overall observations. Most coats, heads, and rears were of good quality. I was happy to find the toplines and tail sets were good, which has not always been the case when judging Pekingese. So for these positive attributes I say, “Good job” to the Pekingese breeders. With this being said, I would like to point out a couple of areas of concern that requires more attention in the future of Pekingese breeding programs. There were many fronts not properly constructed. The Pekingese standard says, “... wide set forelegs...“ and, “The elbows are always close to the body.” There were wide set forelegs but rarely did I find elbows that were close to the body. The construction of the Pekingese body gives this breed its unique style and movement. Again I quote the standard, “This motion is smooth and effortless and is as free as possible from bouncing, prancing or jarring. The rolling gait results from a combination of the bowed forelegs, well laid back shoulders, full broad chest and narrow light rear . . .” Breeders need to honestly look at their dogs in motion and ask themselves if their dogs bounce or move smoothly with a rolling gait. It is the combination of the Pekingese’s unique structure, his rectangular envelope-shaped head, and his unparalleled temperament that makes him like no other breed.

Puppy Dogs 6-9 month
1st – 187: arlon’s don quixote -This puppy was energized with lots of coat. He needs some time to mature.
2nd – 195: jackson’s - This was a nice puppy but was reluctant to move.

Dogs 12-18 month
1st – 172: Stewie - A white/parti-colored dog that was sound with a beautiful, big head and nice eyes. He also had a nice coat, heavy bone, and showed well. He could be shorter backed and more compact.
2nd – 185: Vince’s - A white dog with beautiful black pigment. He was uncomfortable in the ring so it was hard to judge him; however, from what I could tell this dog has a lot of potential.

Dogs; Bred-By-Exhibitor
1st – 188:  clouds on snow - Another white/parti-colored dog that had a nice head, good coat, and great type. His balance and proportional ratio of 3 to 5 was excellent. His movement was smooth but he was a little reluctant on the table. This was the Reserve Winners Dog and Best Bred-By-Exhibitor.
2nd – 192: sanrae’s- This was also a nice dog but the first place dog was lower to the ground.
The remainder of the class: 3rd – 180 (muhlin adamant) ; 4th – 175 (Ping); #193 (sanrae) ; had nice heads and coats in good condition. These dogs needed better front assemblies and less leg length. Their movement was neither smooth nor rolling.
Dogs; Open, 8 lbs & over, fawn, biscuit, gray, red, and sable.
1st – 179: benji - A red dog with great breed type, nice head, proper balance and proportions, and a smooth mover with the proper rolling gait. His image implied dignity. Need I say more? This was my Winners Dog, Best of Winners, and Best of Breed.
The rest of the class: 2nd – 200 logsdon ; 3rd – 194 dreamville ; 4th – 199 eastlawn ; #166 lenore’s ; all had similar traits that I had seen in other classes which were improper front assemblies, too much leg and bouncy movement.
Winners Dog – 179 Reserve Winners Dog – 188: I considered this dog for winners but he didn’t seem to have the boldness and self esteem of the Winners Dog.

Puppy Bitches 6-9 month
1st – 196: jackson’s She did not want to walk but did take a few steps. This little girl was cute. Other than wanting her to move, she had a nice coat, good topline, and tail set. She was compact and low to the ground. She had a bit of a rounded skull and needs a little more bone.
Puppy Bitches 9-12 month
1st – 177: royer’s I would have liked heavier bone on this bitch with otherwise good type. This was the Reserve Winners Bitch and Best Puppy in Regular Classes.
2nd – 181: patty’s This was a very nice bitch. She was very unhappy about being at the dog show; however, another young dog that has a lot of potential.
Bitches 12-18 month
1st – 189: Chargette This was a lovely bitch with good type, good balance and proportions, a beautiful head, and a smooth, rolling gait.
2nd – 173: Henrietta A nice bitch but unfortunately in a class with a stand out bitch.
Bitches; Bred-By-Exhibitor
1st – 174: Teri A very nice bitch with a beautiful head, good condition, and a proper amount of bone. If I could change her I would compact her and put her closer to the ground.
In the rest of this class I again saw some good qualities like nice heads, level toplines, and good coats. But I also found that the elbows were not close to the body, there was excessive bouncing as they moved, and they were not low to the ground. I liked my third place bitch (arlon’s Lady) and maybe would have placed her higher if she had been clean so that I could have assessed her coat texture better. This bitch was low to the ground and did move smoothly with a roll. 2nd – 183 surucas; 3rd – 203; 4th – 182 patty’s ; #176 blossom.
Bitches; Open, under 8 lbs
1st – 201: (milder) A nice black bitch that was shown by a young lady well on her way to becoming a Pekingese handler. The black bitch had a nice head, balance and proportions, and nice coat. She had a bum eye or I probably would have considered her at a higher level.
2nd – 178: (royer) A cute bitch but needed a sounder rear.
3rd – 170: (myre) This bitch was sound but lacked coat and the pear-shaped body that adds to the Pekingese type.
Bitches; Open, 8 lbs & over, fawn, biscuit, gray, red, and sable.
1st – 202 milder ; 2nd – 171 prokofiev daughter (myre’s) ; these were both nice bitches but didn’t fulfill enough of the traits described in the standard to consider them for higher competition.
Absent – 197
Winners Bitch – 189 Reserve Winners Bitch – 177
Veteran Dog
1st – 167: This actually is a very nice dog that has decided he is retired. He made me smile because he is a Pekingese bold enough to control his own world. Enjoy your retirement ole’ man.
Best of Breed – 179 Best of Winners – 179 Best of Opposite Sex – 189
Best Puppy in Regular Classes – 177 Best Bred-By-Exhibitor – 188
There were many lovely dogs entered for Best of Breed competition. There were lovely heads, eyes, and expressions. The specials had excellent coats and were expertly conditioned. It was obvious that these dogs were loved and treasured as they should be. I awarded Best of Breed and Best of Winners to the Winners Dog because I felt that this Pekingese most closely fit the standard. The deciding factor was his effortlessly smooth and rolling gait. I believe that the way an animal moves is often an indicator of how it is structurally put together. I awarded Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed to the Winners Bitch. She too was lovely and I felt she also conformed closely to the breed standard. This bitch was compact with heavy bone. She was at a slight disadvantage as her original handler in the classes did not handle her in the Best of Breed competition. The Best Puppy in Regular Classes was the Reserve Winners Bitch. I awarded Best Bred-By-Exhibitor to the Reserve Winners Dog which was compact and low to the ground. To have bred a dog of this caliber is impressive.
It was an honor and a privilege to judge the North Illinois Central Pekingese Club Specialty Show. I wish the club, its members, and all of the participants the best in their future endeavors. 

Terri Lyddon
